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Presentation	Outline

• Early	Childhood	Data	Coalition	(ECDC)
• Defining	an	Early	Childhood	Integrated	Data	System
• The	use	of	ECIDS
• An	Exemplar	– The	Illinois	Asset	Map	
• ECIDS	in	Nebraska	– NECIDS
• The	Process	of	Developing	NECIDS
• A	Prototype	– Community	Profiles	in	Nebraska



Early	Childhood	Data	Coalition

• Purpose	as	stated	in	the	Charter
• The	Early	Childhood	Data	Coalition	promotes	best	practices	in	data	collection,	
utilization	and	reporting.	It	identifies	critical	data	needs	and	gaps	and	shares	
accurate,	meaningful	data	resulting	in	high	quality	practices,	leveraged	
resources	and	positive	outcomes	for	Nebraska’s	young	children	and	their	
families.	

• Involvement	of	representatives	from	multiple	public	and	private	
organizations	in	Nebraska

• Central	role	in	bringing	together	key	stakeholders	to	lead	efforts	
towards	realizing	the	ECDC	long-term	goal

• Nebraska	Early	Childhood	Integrated	Data	System	(NECIDS)



ECIDS:	What?

“An	Early	Childhood	Integrated	Data	System	(ECIDS)	collects,	integrates,	
maintains,	stores,	and	reports	information	from	early	childhood	
programs	across	multiple	agencies	within	a	state	that	serve	children	
and	families	from	birth	to	age	eight”

“…to provide	integrated,	cross-program	data	that	inform	decisions	
about	early	childhood	policies,	services,	and	education.	”	

- SLDS	State	Support	Team





ECIDS:	Who	and	Why?

Policymakers,	state	agency	leadership,	parents	and	families,	
researchers,	service	providers…

• Answer	stakeholder	questions
• Resource	allocation	decisions
• Examine	patterns	in	service	use
• Coordination	of	services
• Continuous	program	improvement
• Research	and	evaluation
• Innovation
• Meet	federal	reporting	requirements

• ESEA,	CCDBG,	MIECHV,	IDEA	B	&	C





https://www.theounce.org/what-we-do/policy-
and-advocacy/national-policy/policy-
conversations/



Common	EC	Policy	Issues

• Contributing	to	or	examining	the	research	base	on	the	impact	on	children	
of	publicly	funded	services

• Designing	quality	rating	and	improvement	systems	to	measure	and	
strengthen	publicly	funded	services

• Advocating	for	the	funding	needed	to	increase	access	to	high-quality	
services

• Increasing	the	capacity	of	the	professionals	working	with	young	children,	
be	it	through	improved	preparation,	instructional	leadership,	professional	
development,	increased	compensation,	or	something	else

• Strengthening	the	connections	among	systems	and	programs—preschool,	
child	care,	Head	Start,	home	visiting,	special	education,	child	welfare,	K–12	
education,	health,	mental	health,	and	more



State	Early	Childhood	Data	Systems
- Elliot	Regenstein



http://www.ecedata.org/files/2013%20State%20of%20States'
%20Early%20Childhood%20Data%20Systems.pdf



Findings

• Only	one	state	– Pennsylvania	– can	link	child-level	data	across	all	ECE	
programs	(education,	social	services,	health)	and	to	the	state’s	K-12	
data	system

• 30	states	reported	securely	linking	ECE	child-level	data	to	their	states’	
K-12	data

• 32	states	have	designated	an	ECE	data	governance	entity	to	guide	the	
development	and	use	of	a	state-coordinated	longitudinal	ECE	data	
system



https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/early-childhood-data



Findings

• By	2015,	32	states	had	linked	their	K–12	data	to	some	of	their	early	
childhood	data

• 26	states	have	received	SLDS	funds	to	incorporate	early	childhood	
data	into	their	SLDS	or	to	develop	or	enhance	their	ECIDS	

• 16	states	that	received	RTT-ELC	funds	committed	to	using	those	funds	
to	develop	or	enhance	their	ECIDS





ECIDS:	Development	Considerations

• Develop	a	purpose	and	vision	for	the	ECIDS	
• Create	strong	data	governance	processes	
• Engage	stakeholders	meaningfully
• Ensure	data	ownership	is	clearly	included	in	vendor	contracts	
• Ensure	children’s	and	parents’	rights	to	data	privacy
• Ensure	data	security	
• Ensure	data	quality	and	comparability	across	data	systems	
• Build	capacity	to	analyze	and	use	data	
• Capitalize	on	other	data	integration	efforts
• Integrate	and	link	broad	types	of	early	childhood	data	together



ECIDS:	An	Exemplar

http://iecam.illinois.edu/
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Early	Childhood	Interagency	Coordinating	
Council	(ECICC)
• “The	Early	Childhood	Interagency	Coordinating	Council	was	
established	by	Nebraska	Revised	Statutes	(Neb.Rev.Stat.) 43-3401	to	
43-3403	to	advise	and	assist	collaborating	agencies	in	carrying	out	the	
provisions	of	state	and	federal	statutes	pertaining	to	early	childhood	
care	and	education	initiatives	under	state	supervision.”



https://www.education.ne.gov/ecicc/reports/



Nebraska	Early	Childhood	Integrated	Data	
System	(NECIDS)
• Recommendation	#4:	Support	continued	development	of	Nebraska’s	
Early	Childhood	Integrated	Data	System	(ECIDS)	

• Strategies	to	support	a	sustainable	infrastructure	for	early	childhood	data	and	
connect	it	to	the	broader	Nebraska	Longitudinal	Data	System	

“Support	a	comprehensive	data	system	by	encouraging	collaboration	
across	multiple	agencies	and	systems	for	a	more	coherent	picture	of	the	
state	of	education	in	Nebraska”

- SOURCE:	2016	ECICC	Report	to	the	Governor





“There	is	much	work	to	be	accomplished	over	the	coming	months	to	
move	the	project	from	an	idea	to	a	working	concept.	However,	the	
current	team	is	more	than	qualified,	empowered,	and	capable	of	
driving	the	road	mapping	activities	outlined	in	this	report	forward.	We	
believe	with	some	discrete	concrete	wins,	structural	supports,	and	a	
solid	operational	plan,	the	system	will	eventually	be	funded	and	built	to	
service	stakeholders	across	the	state,	and	most	importantly	the	children	
of	Nebraska.”



Early	Childhood	Community	Profiles

• A	public	report	that	describes	the	status	and	characteristics	of	
communities	as	they	relate	to	early	care	and	education

• Highlight	the	need	for	availability	and	quality	of	programs	and	
services

• Aggregated	data	at	county	or	other	level





Next	Steps

• Convene	ECDC	Members
• Develop	project	scope	and	desired	deliverables

• Static	and/or	web-based	reports
• Maps

• Define	community
• Identify	domains	and	indicators	based	on	data	availability

• Timeline
• Potential	Funding	Sources	


