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• Transitions from preschool to kindergarten
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“… the science of examining the strange behaviors of 

children in a strange situation with strange adults for 

the briefest possible periods of time.”
Bronfenbrenner, 1979

Assessment



Problem Statement

Transition

Most common transitions are 
group-oriented practices at the 

beginning of the year (not 
individualized or ongoing)



National Center for Early Development and Learning (NCEDL)

•Transition Practices 
Survey 

•Nationally 
representative survey 
of Kindergarten 
teachers 



Individualized 
Transition 
Practices

AEPS3
Ready Set

Professionals Family



Study 1- Kindergarten 

• Author: Dr. Whitney Stevenson

• Title of her dissertation study: “Examining 
School Readiness”

• Studied the Ready Set with Kindergarten 
teachers in Kentucky



Study 2 - Preschool 

• Authors: 

• Marisa Macy, Ph.D. 

• Juli Pool, Ph.D.  

• Ching-I Chen, Ph.D. 

• Toni-Ann Rusiana, M.S.

• Mali Sawyer, B.A.

• Title of study: “A Preliminary Examination of a Kindergarten 
School Readiness Assessment”

• Studied the Ready Set with Montessori preschool teachers in 
Florida & Idaho



Study 3 - Preschool 

• Authors: 

• Marisa Macy, Ph.D. 

• Mark Reid, Ph.D.  

• Title of study: “Ready for School! Assessment-based Planning 
Approach for Parental Partnerships When Children Transition 
from Rural Head Start Preschool to Public School Kindergarten in 
Nebraska”

• Study the Ready Set with rural Head Start preschool teachers in 
Nebraska





Research Implications

•Adopt policies for transition practices that are 
individualized (NCEDL; Early et al., 2001)

•Start early and use ongoing assessment to 
partner with families



Questions



Thank You

• Grateful to the Research Services 
Council (RSC) of University of 
Nebraska for our Research Diversity 
Seed Grant 



Thank You

• Marisa Macy, Ph.D. - macym@unk.edu

• Mark Reid, Ph.D. – reidm@unk.edu
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